
The Bible texts of the service in English 
Isaiah 52 – 53 
13 See, my servant shall prosper; 

 he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
    and shall be very high. 
14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him 

 —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
 and his form beyond that of mortals— 

15 so he shall startle many nations; 
    kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
    and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
1 Who has believed what we have heard? 
    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the LORD has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

 Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 
    and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
11     Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
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    The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Matthew 27 
31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away 
to crucify him. 
32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified 
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, 
along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is 
the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits who were crucified with him 
also taunted him in the same way. 
45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of 
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice 
and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 
appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had 
provided for him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 


