
The Bible texts of the service in English 
Jeremiah 1 
17 But you, gird up your loins; stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not break down 
before them, or I will break you before them. 18 And I for my part have made you today a fortified city, an iron 
pillar, and a bronze wall, against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the 
people of the land. 19 They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you, says 
the LORD, to deliver you. 

Acts 6 + 7 
8 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who 
belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those 
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit with which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the 
scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. 13 They set up 
false witnesses who said, “This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14 for we 
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses 
handed on to us.” 

54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55 But filled with 
the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out 
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

Matthew 23 
34 Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will 
flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, 35 so that upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you 
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation. 
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! 38 See, your house is left to you, desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
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