The Bible texts of the service in English 19.s.e.trin. 1

Isaiah 44
22| have swept away your transgressions like a cloud,
and your sins like mist;
return to me, for | have redeemed you.
23Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it;
shout, O depths of the earth;
break forth into singing, O mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it!
For the LorD has redeemed Jacob,
and will be glorified in Israel.
24Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer,
who formed you in the womb:
| am the LorD, who made all things,
who alone stretched out the heavens,
who by myself spread out the earth;
2> who frustrates the omens of liars,
and makes fools of diviners;
who turns back the wise,
and makes their knowledge foolish;
26 who confirms the word of his servant,
and fulfills the prediction of his messengers;
who says of Jerusalem, “It shall be inhabited,”
and of the cities of Judah, “They shall be rebuilt,
and | will raise up their ruins”;
27who says to the deep, “Be dry—
| will dry up your rivers”;
28\who says of Cyrus, “He is my shepherd,
and he shall carry out all my purpose”;
and who says of Jerusalem, “It shall be rebuilt,”
and of the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.”

Ephesians 4

22You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, 2> and to
be renewed in the spirit of your minds, ?* and to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one
another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 2’ and do not make room for
the devil. 22 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as
to have something to share with the needy.

Mark 2

1When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2So many gathered
around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word
to them. 3Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. * And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug
through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. > When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” ® Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their
hearts, 7 “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 At
once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to
them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? ° Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? 1°But so that you may know that the Son of Man



has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— ! “l say to you, stand up, take your mat and
go to your home.” 2 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”





