
The Bible texts of the service in English 

Ecclesiastes 8 
9 All this I saw, as I applied my mind to everything done under the sun. There is a time when a man lords it 
over others to his own hurt. 10 Then too, I saw the wicked buried—those who used to come and go from the 
holy place and receive praise in the city where they did this. This too is meaningless. 
11 When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people’s hearts are filled with schemes to do 
wrong. 12 Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know that it will go 
better with those who fear God, who are reverent before him. 13 Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it 
will not go well with them, and their days will not lengthen like a shadow. 
14 There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: the righteous who get what the wicked deserve, 
and the wicked who get what the righteous deserve. This too, I say, is meaningless. 15 So I commend the 
enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a person under the sun than to eat and drink and be 
glad. Then joy will accompany them in their toil all the days of the life God has given them under the sun. 

Colossians 3 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 

Matthew 13 
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did 
the weeds come from?’ 
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let 
both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie 
them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
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