
The Bible texts of the service in English 
Isaiah 52 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 

 who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

 together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
    the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

Philippians 4 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

John 1 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 
are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
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