
The Bible texts of the service in English 

Isaiah 57 
15 For thus says the high and lofty one 
    who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 
I dwell in the high and holy place, 
    and also with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, 
    and to revive the heart of the contrite. 
16 For I will not continually accuse, 
    nor will I always be angry; 
for then the spirits would grow faint before me, 
    even the souls that I have made. 
17 Because of their wicked covetousness I was angry; 

  I struck them, I hid and was angry; 
    but they kept turning back to their own ways. 
18 I have seen their ways, but I will heal them; 

 I will lead them and repay them with comfort, 
 creating for their mourners the fruit of the lips. 

19 Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says the LORD; 
 and I will heal them. 

1st Peter 5 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all 
your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after 
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Luke 15 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes 
were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found 
it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 
8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 
and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
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